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McKellar Park School Site 

301 Archibald Street N. 

Thunder Bay, ON P7C 3Y3 

Phone: (807) 474-3017 

Fax: (807) 474-3017 

 

Main Office – Clarke Street 

Site 

211 Clarke Street 

Thunder Bay, ON P7A 2M1 

Phone: (807) 344-2283  

Fax: (807) 344-4252  

E-Mail: llwaldorf@tbaytel.net 

Agnew H. Johnston School 

Site 

145 Churchill Drive 

Thunder Bay, ON P7C 1V6 

Phone: (807) 577-4406 

 

McKenzie School Site 

1625 Lakeshore Drive 

Shuniah, ON P7A 0T2 

Phone: (807) 683-5624 

Fax: (807) 683-5642 

 

Claude E. Garton School Site 

414 Grenville Avenue 

Thunder Bay, ON P7A 1X9 

Phone: (807) 683-9497 

Fax: (807) 683-6964 

 

St. Paul School Site 

539 Grenville Avenue 

Thunder Bay, ON P7A 2C3 

Phone: (807) 343-0506 

Fax: (807) 343-0508 

 

Hyde Park School Site 

2040 Walsh Street E. 

Thunder Bay, ON P7E 4W2 

Phone: (807) 622-5833 

Fax: (807) 622-5839 

 

St. Pius X School Site 

140 Clarkson Street S. 

Thunder Bay, ON P7B 4W8 

Phone: (807) 683-9324 

Fax: (807) 683-9324 

 

June Steeve-Lendrum Family 

Resource Centre (JSL Site) 

283 Pearl Street 

Thunder Bay, ON P7B 1E5 

Phone: (807) 345-0311 Ext. 224 

Fax: (807) 345-0311 Ext. 228 

 

Valley Central School Site 

RR #6, 563 Candy Mountain Drive 

Slate River, ON P7J 0B8 

Phone: (807) 577-4343 

Fax: (807) 577-4343 

 

Kakabeka Falls School Site 

1 Porter Street 

Kakabeka Falls, ON P0T 1W0 

Phone: (807) 476-0427 

Fax: (807) 476-0427 

 

Whitefish Valley School Site 

RR #1, 563 HWY. 595 

Kakabeka Falls, ON P0T 1W0 

Phone: (807) 577-3352 
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Respectfully Submitted by  

Lindsay Gaw-Martin, President of Little Lions Waldorf & Kindergarten 

Message from the President 

This annual report reflects another year of hard work and dedication to the children and 

families of Thunder Bay.   

As a former employee of Little Lions as well as a former parent, I have seen the 

organization from all sides.  I have now had more than 20 years of involvement in various 

capacities and have watched in amazement as Little Lions has grown from one site to 

twelve.  It has grown from a centre with 37 children and three staff to 550 children and 

90 staff. 

It has not been an easy feat at some times, especially given the unique philosophy that 

has presented challenges when it comes to hiring and training staff, but we have taken 

bold steps to address those challenges.  Our success is clear in the excellent care that 

children receive in our centres. 

Throughout my time as president, I have enjoyed the support of many dedicated fellow 

directors who have not hesitated to donate long hours to meetings and committee work 

which have contributed to our success.  They have earned my heartfelt thanks.  I have 

also been supported by my family; they have likewise made sacrifices so that I could 

devote time to Little Lions. I want to thank them as well.  My own children have benefited 

from their time at Little Lions and I would wish for all children to have an opportunity for 

this experience. I’m sure you all know how hard the staff work to meet the needs of the 

children on a daily basis and we can’t thank them enough for all that they do. 

This report is a time to reflect and congratulate ourselves on a job well done.  But it is 

also a time to renew our commitment to this work, this organization, these children and 

families, and this community. 
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Message from the Chief Executive Officer 

Little Lions’ 31st year of operation has flown by.  During this time, the unique character 

and strengths of Little Lions have become more and more evident. 

Over this year we have seen the consolidation of our programs.  In a time where there is 

a shortage of ECEs, our programs are staffed almost exclusively with qualified Early 

Childhood Educators.  In a time when child care centres are struggling to maintain staff, 

often losing them to the school boards, we have a growing number of long time employees 

who have become the backbone of the organization.   

Leadership is a critical element that can make or break the organization.  At Little Lions, 

we expanded quickly and so the site supervisors were new to this role.  They have learned 

the role on the job, bit by bit, gradually taking on more duties, not daunted by the steep 

learning curve.  This past year I have been very proud of the way they have learned to 

lead their staff and look forward to the day when they are also seen as leaders in the 

community. 

If you have not yet done so, please go onto the new website that was graciously donated 

by Sencia, peruse the photos of each of our twelve centres, look at the many festivals and 

special events we offered during 2015, follow the links to special organizations or projects 

we endorse and watch our new video. 

This annual report will speak for itself.  You will see an overview of each program’s 

accomplishments and will also see what the organization has been able to achieve through 

the deep connections we have within the community. 

In gratitude, I want to acknowledge the dedication of our board members who have 

worked for the betterment of so many children and families.  I want to thank our many 

community partners who you will find listed on our website and at the back of this report.  

We are supported financially with funding from the Ministry of Education administered by 

Thunder Bay District Social Services Administration Board.  We receive in kind donations 

from a large number of businesses.  It is with the support of these wonderful individuals 

and organizations that Little Lions has been able to grow and flourish. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by  

Marilyn Grudniski, CEO of Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 
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Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 

Clarke Street Site 

Winter 

The year started out with the children enjoying the snow and winter weather. They were 

busy shoveling and creating. They built snow walls, a snow bench and spent many hours 

sliding down the small hill. The children took turns pulling each other through the yard.  

As we do every year, we filled the bird feeders weekly; the children enjoyed watching the 

birds, chipmunks and squirrels. Indoors the children made pine cone birdfeeders 

throughout the whole winter season. It’s a fun and messy sensory experience; we rolled 

the pine cones in lard and then in birdseed. We brought them outdoors where the children 

chose the perfect spot to hang them for our feathered friends to enjoy. Throughout the 

winter we sang songs of snow and winter. The Giant and the Gnome Story was a favorite 

of the preschool and toddler children and was told for most of January and February. 

March brought warmer weather so we were able to enjoy going on walks with our sleds. 

The preschoolers and toddlers went on many sledding adventures at the hill at the end of 

Clarke Street. Often they came back with rosy cheeks and smiles on their faces with stories 

to tell of their sledding adventures. The educators brought the adventures to life indoors 

with the telling of the gesture story of Peter and Paul’s sledding adventure.  

 

Spring 

In April the children were very involved with digging 

trenches for the water to flow out of the yard and 

puddle jumping! Indoors the children and educators 

started seedlings of all types for our gardens. Each 

room tended to their plants and transplanted them 

outside. By being a part of the process the children 

developed a reverence for the plants that they cared 

for throughout the summer. Spring and May Day songs 

were heard throughout the daycare in April and May. 

Stories of bunnies and birds were told. In June we were 

fortunate to have the 2nd Year Waldorf Students do an outdoor project in each area of the 

yard. This included a wooden water run, hanging flower pots, a large planter with sod and 

a grass curve in the middle yard. The children used the water run and grass curve 

throughout the summer.  

 

Summer 

All programs spent a greater part of the day outside, including 

lunch or snack. We also ventured out on many field trips. These 

included adventures at the hill and forest at the end of Clarke 

Street, Boulevard, Centennial Park, Marina Park, Fitzgerald Park 

and many others. The children often gathered treasures from their 

walks to bring back to the daycare to use in their daily play. The 

preschool children were very interested in things that roll and in 



 

Respectfully Submitted by  

Melanie Kaltenbach- Hofmann, Supervisor of Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 

Clarke Street Site 

 

insects. The educators expanded on this by building water and marble runs outside and 

helping the children to find insects. Many earthworms were found and given a good home 

in our garden. We tended to our gardens all summer long and enjoyed the fruits of our 

labour. The snap peas were a favorite; the infants and toddlers picked them daily! 

 

Autumn 

Autumn was a time of saying goodbye as many of our 

preschool friends started JK. Outdoors the children were busy 

creating sand structures and “cooking” with nature’s gifts. 

The educators were busy preparing for the Enchanted 

Garden. The Nursery Rhymes from the Enchanted Garden and 

the Lantern Walk songs were heard all through October. The 

children worked on their lanterns for weeks. They adorned 

the shelves of the daycare until the night of the Lantern Walk. 

Outside we laid our gardens to rest and prepared them for the winter with the help of the 

children. The preschoolers harvested the peppermint for tea which lasted until January! 

The infants and toddlers pressed flowers and collected marigolds (for colouring 

playdough). 

 

Winter 

In December the children created wreaths from local natural materials to decorate our 

rooms as well as the Christmas Dinner. We had our 3rd Craft and Bake sale at the 

Christmas Dinner. Each program did some baking and created a craft or two for the sale. 

The school age children chose to do Origami folding for the sale and worked very hard on 

perfecting their folding skills. A large amount of snow fell before the holidays and the 

children were busy shoveling, stomping and creating structures with snow. 
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Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 

Claude E. Garton School Site 

At the Claude E. Garton School Site we have been focused and committed to building 

authentic and caring relationships based on mutual respect and appreciation with those 

with whom we spend each day.  

We have worked hard to ensure every family and child has a 

sense of belonging within our programs. Every room proudly 

displays family portraits and home-like touches. Educators 

have worked throughout the year to make many toys for the 

children and sew warm and soft elements to add to each 

room. This creative extension of them is a symbol of the care 

they also extend to families and each child. Many events were 

planned throughout the year with invitations to all families to 

participate.   

We strive to foster a sense of self, health and well-being. The 

Educators use observations of the child, messages from their 

homes and seasonal influences to provide a meaningful 

curriculum each day. We wish for every child to be an active 

and engaged learner who explores their environment with their 

heart, mind and senses. Throughout the year children are part 

of each routine, from proudly setting the table and washing 

dishes, to exploring and investigating indoor and outdoor 

spaces. We will continue to create a nurturing environment to 

help adults and children alike to feel connected to others.  

In 2015, we began to build an outdoor classroom in our forested area. 

The children actively built a seating area and shelter practical for 

every season. This meeting place enhanced our relationships with 

each other and fostered our appreciation of nature.  

To help develop empathy for nature and its creatures, all rooms have 

invested in gardening and caring for a pet.  

Each program has also built relationships beyond our organization. 

From the school, to neighbourhood walks, staff members actively 

seek to build partnerships with the people in our community.  

The infant program is often touring the community in our strollers to 

appreciate our many walking paths, wild life and friendly neighbours. 

Our toddler program has attended many school concerts this past 

year especially during the holidays. Our preschool program began an intergenerational 

program. Each month they visited the residents at Chartwell Retirement Home to 

participate in mutual projects and activities.  



 

Each week staff members meet 

and reflect on the children and 

how best to meet their needs. We 

recognize each child’s feelings, 

strengths, needs and emerging 

skills and find ways to empower 

them individually. We also try to 

find ways to strengthen each 

family, as we recognize the 

importance of their well-being. 

This past year we offered 

workshops, on-going literature, 

open houses to build parent’s 

networks, support systems and 

resources. 

At the Claude E. Garton site of Little Lions Waldorf Daycare and Kindergarten we are proud 

of the opportunities we have initiated and created to engage and make contributions to 

each child’s world. We have watched children develop a sense of belonging and 

connectedness to their local community, the natural environment and their peers. We 

continue to strive for excellence in communication, trust and respectful relationships with 

our families.  

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by 

Marcia Arpin, Supervisor at Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten  

Claude E. Garton School Site 
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Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 

Hyde Park School Site 

This year we welcomed the “How Does Learning Happen?” Ontario’s Pedagogy for the 

Early Years (2014) document to our programs. Our focus was to provide quality childcare 

that reflects our view of children, families and educators as being competent, capable, 

curious and rich in potential. By looking at “The Four Foundations” which are Belonging, 

Well–Being, Engagement and Expression, we were able to work as a team to ensure we 

were incorporating principles into our centre.  We chose Belonging to focus on first.  We 

would like to share with you some of the work that we have done.   

- Families were asked to bring in family photos so that programs could create a 

“Family Trees” or photo album. 

- The children were the artists in our rooms and artwork was displayed with pride and 

respect for all to enjoy. 

- Lockers and cubbies were labelled with children’s names or a picture to give them 

their own space. In the preschool room children have their very own chair cover so 

that they have a special seat. 

- Birthdays were celebrated to let each child know that they are important. 

- Educators observed and listened to what children wanted and needed in our outdoor 

play space. Logs and tires became an addition that allowed for new found creativity.  

- Children, families and staff shared together celebrations such as our Family 

Barbeque, Fairy Festival, May Day, Harvest Fair, Enchanted Garden, Lantern Walk 

and our Christmas Dinner. 

- We extended our sense of Belonging to our school community and were invited to 

share in their Aboriginal festivities. 

- Our garden, also in partnership with the school, gave children the opportunity to 

plant and take care of what was growing.  



 

 

We celebrated an abundance of birthdays throughout the year. It seemed like every month 

we had at least 3 children celebrating their special day with us. Here at Little Lions Waldorf 

Daycare & Kindergarten birthday celebrations are magical. Each age group celebrates in 

a different way, usually including a gift and the sharing of a cake. I was able to capture 

our preschool birthday celebration to share with you.  

A few days prior, parents and guardians are asked to provide educators with special details 

about their child’s early years. Our birthday celebration then begins with the child coming 

over the rainbow bridge or at our centre passing “under” the rainbow silk. The child is 

then presented with a special birthday cape and crown to wear while they sit and listen to 

their special story. Educators then tell the Birthday story incorporating the special details 

that were shared with them.  The other children then make a wish for the birthday child 

using a paper star. When the story is finished the child is then presented with a special 

card and gift and collects all of the wishing stars. Everyone then gathers around the table 

and shares in a special birthday cake!  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by  

Lindsey Dann, Supervisor of Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 

Hyde Park School Site 
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Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 

June Steeve-Lendrum Family Resource Centre (JSL) 

The end of 2015 at our little June Steeve-Lendrum Family 

Resource Centre (JSL) site saw many changes.  The 

enrollment, although some of the children changed, was 

steady and we managed to stay within our financial budget. 

This was a great success for us!  Little Lions JSL and Dilico 

have interwoven our services to be able to support the 

families living here.  One of Dilico’s goals at JSL is to help 

these families connect with and contribute to their world.  

Building positive relationships with others, showing respect for diversity and showing 

respect for ourselves, our families and our environment are just some of the focuses of 

programming provided this past year.  One of the ways Little Lions helped support this 

was by implementing a program that happens every Wednesday morning called “Morning 

with Mom”.  It is during this time that the Moms along with their children join the daycare 

staff for a nice hot breakfast.  It is a time for sharing ideas, thoughts, concerns and 

questions.   It has proven to be a wonderful time to get to know our families and a great 

way to communicate and connect with them.   

Another program focus this past year was to help the children in our care develop a 

disposition for learning through play.  It was through social interests, curiosity, 

cooperation, confidence, creativity, enthusiasm and imagination that we moved through 

our daily, child-led program.     

We have a family grouping style program at our JSL site and 

therefore we are always working with a range of ages, skills 

and abilities in our little ones. This type of grouping helped us 

explore ways to foster the children’s care and concern for their 

peers.  We had the 

opportunity to witness many 

genuine empathetic attitudes 

from our eldest children 

towards our youngest ones and vice versa.  Empathy is a 

skill that will help them become aware of their own 

feelings and individuality, strengthening them against 

negative behaviours in the future and ultimately helping 

these children become stronger in their social and 

emotional wellbeing.   

This year we witnessed many of our infants master the highly complex physical feats of 

moving and balance.  It was our honour to assist them with these developmental 

growths and a delight to watch.  
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Our toddlers were engaged in many activities of filling up and dumping out.  Boxes and 

purses were favourite toys this past year.  Our toddlers requested numerous songs, 

nursery rhymes and face to face games to be repeated again and again.  A favourite 

game was “Bumping up and down in my little Red Wagon” as the little one sits on your 

knee.  Our preschoolers engaged in many forms of exploration.  They enjoyed most 

anything that could be handled and manipulated.  There was a great need in them to 

climb higher and move faster.  It was exciting to see play begin to take on an element of 

group play and to see some mastery of more advanced 

motor skills begin. 

As educators we saw the need for providing risk-taking 

opportunities during play. We discovered how taking risks 

help children develop a strong sense of identity.  We learnt 

that children feel safe, secure and supported when they are 

encouraged, through play, to develop their emerging 

autonomy, interdependence, resilience and sense of mastery.  

This year we saw children develop knowledgeable and 

confident self-identities through healthy risk-taking play. 

In 2015 we focused a lot of attention on “How Does Learning Happen”.   Our question 

was, how could we best ensure this pedagogy was at the fore front of our program while 

blending it seamlessly with our Waldorf philosophy?   Quite easily it turns out.  As a team, 

we found it very useful and readily used it as a resource, both reflective and proactive.  It 

has become a guideline for how we approach our environment, our communication with 

parents and coworkers, how we support the healthy growth of the children in our care and 

how we cultivat positive relationships with our families.   

Some families that had been enrolled for a few years moved on this year.  It was such a 

privilege to be a part of their season at JSL.  It is always a bittersweet goodbye. 

“We must take care of our families wherever we find them” 

- Elizabeth Gilbert 

      
Respectfully Submitted by  

Lauren Allam, Supervisor of Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 

June Steeve-Lendrum Family Resource Centre (JSL Site) 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 11 



 

Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 

McKellar Park School Site 

In 2015, we were excited to welcome an Infant group to Little Lions McKellar.  We were 

then able to have the opportunity to create new spaces for each of our existing programs 

as well. 
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Infant Program 

The infant program has grown and changed 

since it first opened in September.  Each 

Educator has had a chance to bring in a piece 

of their personality through handwork, 

woodwork or art skills.  This has been a great 

way to create a calming, homelike environment 

for children and families alike. 

Toddler Room 

We have worked very hard to create the 

perfect space for our Toddlers.  Through 

play observation and children’s needs, 

we were able to build an environment 

that is beautiful, promotes play and 

encourages both quiet and active 

activities.   

 

Preschool Room 

We are proud to announce that both the Preschool 

Educators at McKellar are enrolled in the Waldorf 

training at Little Lions.  They have learnt a great deal 

throughout their monthly training sessions, and it 

shows throughout the Preschool environment. 



 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Age Program 

We were all very excited to create our own personal After School space, as before, we 

were sharing the gym with the school.  The children have helped to make this space as 

home like as possible.   We have had the opportunity to create spaces for the children to 

curl up with a game or a book, as well as an area to build and create large and small 

creations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Respectfully Submitted by  

Vicki McQueen, Supervisor of Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 

McKellar Park School Site 
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Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 

McKenzie School Site 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 
The staff and children spent many days outside sliding 

and building forts in the snow.  In February we celebrated 

Family Day by having a Dog Sledding event at Tapiola for 

the whole organization.  We also enjoyed hot chocolate, 

baking, playing in the snow and being with our families. 

 

 

Each year CTC has a Literacy 

contest that Courtney Huls has 

entered with her Toddler group 

for the past three years.  For the third year in a row Courtney and 

her group were successful to win this contest.  Courtney invited 

parents and children to attend and except their award from CTC. 

 

 

 

MARCH/APRIL 

As the snow melted the staff and children began exploring more of the forest area at our 

site.  Each year we celebrate Easter in the Toddler/Pre-School group by having an Easter 

Hunt.  Staff worked very hard making handmade finger puppets and baking for this event.  

The children had so much fun running from basket to basket to find out what their next 

treat was.  In the Kindergarten/School age group we prepared a Scavenger Hunt.  At the 

end we found a basket full of goodies for all.  

  

MAY/JUNE 

On May 1st we celebrated May Day.  When the Kindergarten and School Age children 

arrived at the end of the day we had a May Day Festival with singing and dancing.  After 

the dancing we shared a May Day cake.  Courtney Huls completed her 2 year Waldorf 

training in June. The children dug up the flower gardens, and we began to plan what we 

wanted to happen in our yard this summer. Because of a generous donation from one of 

our parents, and fundraising that the staff did, we were able to add a shed to our yard.   

We were very lucky to have the help of Gail Goyan’s family.  They volunteered their time 

to pick up the shed and put it in place in the playground. The staff and children attended 

the McKenzie School Community BBQ.  Little Lions had a craft table set up making mobiles, 

and Courtney Huls told the story of the Three Little Pigs for all families to attend.   

  

JULY/AUGUST 

At McKenzie we run a small summer program.  The children enjoy forest walks, picnics, 

sprinkler fun, our slip and slide, and looking after the flower and vegetable gardens.  Much 



 

of our day is spent outside.  Renee Hiiro and her school 

age children created plays that they would present to the 

younger children.  Sharon Heino along with her husband 

built a bridge and installed it in our playground for the 

children to enjoy. 

 

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 

Once again Little Lions was a part of McKenzie School’s 

Fall Event.  Along with many community partners, this 

event was a great success.  The school served pizza and juice, and once again we did a 

fall craft with the children. 

Gail Goyan and Sharon Heino began their 2 year Waldorf training. 

For Halloween we joined St. Paul School Little Lions to create an Enchanted Garden.  The 

children and their families walked through the garden in their costumes to visit different 

nursery rhyme characters and collect handmade items on their way.   

 

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 

The staff planned a spaghetti supper and a Lantern Walk to celebrate St. Martin’s Day.  

Families gathered for a feast and after we walked outside in the dark with our paper 

lanterns lit, singing songs. 

The children and staff from the Daycare were also invited to the McKenzie School Festive 

Dinner.  We gathered with the school community and also the Municipality of Shuniah staff 

and Santa Claus for a wonderful Christmas lunch.   Throughout the year McKenzie School 

has assemblies bi-monthly.  The children from Little Lions join in to watch the School 

children put on skits, play piano, dance, sing and show off any talent they may have.  At 

Little Lions McKenzie School Site all feel happy to be part of a great community.   
 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by  

Gail Goyan, Supervisor of Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 

McKenzie School Site 
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Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 

St. Paul School Site 

Welcome to Little Lions St. Paul Site.  We are located at 539 Grenville Avenue in St. Paul 

School. We first opened our doors in January 2007 employing 4 Early Childhood Educators, 

1 cook and serving approximately a dozen families. Almost 10 years later we have 11 full 

time employees and over 50 families that come to us daily.  

Unique to our site is the wonderful forest that our children 

have access to every day. Children get to experience nature 

and the changing of the seasons first hand and in a natural 

way. In January when the winds are cold the trees provide 

a barrier that allows us to take the children out on frigid 

days. The children also explore the area for animal tracks 

such as bunnies and birds. We have even been lucky enough 

to see a family of deer run past!  

As winter gave way to spring the toddler group had the opportunity to go on an Easter 

egg hunt through the forest. There they found homemade felt bunnies, felt carrots, 

cookies, and of course hand dyed eggs. Spring is also a great time to experience the water 

and mud that accompanies this time of year; jumping in puddles, building bridges to cross 

the moats, baking mud pies, the list goes on.  

In June when the trees were green and the flowers were blooming our preschool children 

took part in our Annual Fairy Festival which of course is hosted in our Forest. It is a magical 

festival where the children find gnomes hiding amongst the roots and fairies perched in 

the trees. They had a picnic on the forest floor and got to create a fairy potpourri.  

St. Pauls also has a wonderful garden area that the school 

age children help tend all summer long. We have been able 

to grow peas, beans, and zucchini. Children love to eat the 

peas right off the plants! This year marked the second year 

in a row that the school age children raised monarch 

butterflies! They harvested the eggs from our milkweed 

patch, ensured they had a safe place to nest with the 

proper food, and watched them transform from egg, to 

caterpillar, to butterfly and then released them.  

Fall is a time of hustle and bustle at Little Lions, children starting school for the first 

time, new families arriving, while others say farewell.  Children were busy collecting the 

falling leaves, picking apples from Miss Diana’s apple tree, and baking goodies for our 

annual Harvest Fair. The forest is a beautiful spot to visit while the colours are changing 

and the animals are preparing for winter; we often see Mr. Squirrel scurrying around 

collecting treasures. 
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This is also the time for our Enchanted Garden which is a staff and 

family favourite. We share this festival with our McKenzie site as well. 

We typically host this event outside but due to Mother Nature not co-

operating we had to move inside this year. We were visited by such 

characters as Little Miss Muffet, Old Mother Hubbard, and Mother 

Goose. The children truly enjoyed “fishing” this year and “trip 

trapping” over our bridge! 

 

We closed out our year with our Annual Family 

Christmas Dinner with a record number of families 

attending! We sang Christmas Carols together and 

then enjoyed the wonderful meal Miss Rosa lovingly 

prepared for us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by  

Stacey Landers-Ray, Supervisor of Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 

St. Paul School Site 
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Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 

Valley Central School Site 

Our centre has had a very busy year!  

Since September 2014 we have had a full day toddler/preschool program as well as our 

after school program. During the year, we enjoyed the many wonderful opportunities for 

all ages that being in a rural site has to offer.  

During the fall months we enjoyed building with our 

building blocks, exploring our beautiful rural scenery on 

our nature walks as everything changed colours around 

us and exploring the corn fields. The corn fields grew to 

be twice our height by the end of the season; we loved 

playing hide and seek with each other and pretending it 

was a corn maze! 

We enjoyed celebrating our enchanted story telling 

evening in the month of October where the children dressed up in their costumes, listened 

to the Three Billy Goats Gruff story and enjoyed baking and apple cider with their families 

and educators.   

We worked very hard on creating paper mache lanterns 

for our annual Lantern Walk that took place in 

November. Our families enjoyed listening to the Saint 

Martin story, sharing a homemade cookie and walking 

around the field with our lit lanterns while singing 

“Glimmer Lantern, Glimmer”, “This Little Light of Mine” 

and “I Go with My Lantern”. 

During the winter months, we are very fortunate to 

have a yard filled with hills, since the children’s favorite 

winter time activity would have to be sliding.  
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We also welcomed our new friend, Lizzy the lizard to our school age program, and our 

fishy friends to our preschool program. The children take a lot of pride in feeding, cleaning 

and taking care of our new friends.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the spring and summer months, we enjoyed our nature walks, exploring the big 

open fields, collecting special items to bring back to our yard, visiting our neighbours, the 

cows, who come running to see us at the fence, having our chicken friends come visit the 

centre for a few days, as well as finding a turtle in our yard and playing in the sprinkler 

and the mud it created! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by  

Jessica Gauvin, Supervisor of Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 

Valley Central School Site 
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Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 

Kakabeka Falls School Site 

We recently received our very own outdoor play space for our full day program. We are 

currently working very hard at creating an engaging play space for our children to enjoy.  

During the fall months we enjoyed watching the scenery around us change colour. Our 

favorite outdoor fall activity was to rake up all the leaves into one big pile, and then to 

jump in it! We also liked throwing the leaves up in the air and pretending that it was 

snowing.  

We enjoyed celebrating our enchanted story telling evening with our Valley Central site 

friends in the month of October. The children dressed up in their 

costumes, listened to the Three Billy Goats Gruff story and enjoyed 

baking and drinking apple cider with their families and educators.   

We worked very hard on creating paper mache lanterns for our annual 

Lantern Walk that takes place in November. We joined our Valley Central 

site friends once again. We enjoyed listening to the Saint Martin story, 

sharing a homemade cookie and walking around the field with our lit 

lanterns while singing “Glimmer Lantern, Glimmer”, “This Little Light of 

Mine” and “I Go with My Lantern”. 

During the winter months, we enjoyed playing on the small hills, and 

creating snow forts. We also had a lovely Christmas Tea celebration where 

the children baked cookies and prepared apple cider for their family. 

During the spring and summer months, we enjoyed our nature walks, 

splashing in the puddles with our rubber boots and taking care of the four 

new shrubs that we planted. Our favorite summer activity was our nature 

walks to Kakabeka Fall’s Provincial Park, where we had the opportunity to play with the 

water pump and discover the natural beauty of the falls with three of our senses; sight, 

hearing and smell.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by  

Jessica Gauvin, Supervisor of Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 

Kakabeka Falls School Site 
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Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 

Agnew H. Johnston School Site 

Our centre had a very busy year!  

In the spring, we loved playing in puddles! Our 

favorite outdoor activity was creating bridges 

across the puddles. We also enjoyed pretending 

we were camping, since camping season is just 

around the corner. We also had the opportunity 

to incubate eggs, and experience the wonder of 

hatching baby chicks and caring for them.  

For the summer months, we joined the Little 

Lion’s Hyde Park school location. Our children 

enjoyed the Tapiola program that was offered 

once a week. 

In the fall we started off 

the year with a brand new handful of staff. The first month we 

spent a lot of time getting to know each other, and enjoying what 

nature had to offer outside. We enjoyed taking walks to the river 

across the street and admiring the changing colours. We also liked 

collecting items that we found along the way to create art once 

back at the school. In October, we were invited to attend the Hyde 

Park school location’s Enchanted Garden.  

In November we celebrated The Little Lions Lantern Walk. All the children had the 

opportunity to make their own lantern. This year we did things a little differently and 

scheduled an Agnew Little Lions walk at 4:30 at the school. We had a great turn out with 

lots of positive feedback! The families and staff were still invited to the evening Lantern 

Walk at Vickers Park, which was joined by our Hyde and McKellar locations. 

December came quickly, along with the snow!  We enjoyed sliding on the snow hills, 

crushing the ice puddles and making snowmen.  We also spent some time preparing for 

our Agnew Little Lions Christmas Tea. The children made the snacks and decorations for 

the event. At the Christmas Tea, we had an art activity offered for the children to do with 

their parents, as well as Christmas Cookie decorating. We all had a wonderful time 

together, before we went on our Winter Holiday Break!  

Respectfully Submitted by  

Nicole Laramee, Supervisor of Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 

Agnew H. Johnston School Site 
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Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 

St. Pius X School Site 

This year was a great year for change!  We reinvented our space to make it more 

welcoming, more homely.  We also met some new friends this year.  We learned new 

games and fun activities.  We have new playground equipment and more excitement 

awaits us in the spring. 

Our friends at St. Pius are all very creative; we all have busy fingers 

and curious minds.  We put our fingers to work making finger 

knitting projects. We made necklaces, bracelets, keychains, rings, 

ropes, skipping ropes, leashes; you name it we made it!  Emerging 

out of finger knitting were friendship bracelets.  We spent hours 

carefully choosing colour combinations and tying knots to create 

beautiful patterns.  Other new activities we have been very 

interested in focus on trust and communication building.  A 

favourite among our friends is a game called “Blizzard”.  Blizzard is 

an obstacle course completed in pairs.  One partner is blindfolded 

and the other guides them through the course only using their 

words.  It has developed and strengthened the relationships within 

the group. 

Within our newly reinvented space we have our most precious area: our “Tent of Serenity”.  

This space is created using layers of sheer material, which allows the child inside to 

observe the outside world if she chooses, but also allows her the space and quiet time she 

needs.  In the tent it is a secure space that we use when we need to reflect on our feelings. 

Our connection with nature was nurtured by growing green onions in our program room. 

We discussed how plants need sunlight and water to grow.  Within our space we do not 

have any sunlight, but the children still wanted to try to grow onions.  We took a bushel 

of onion ends and placed them in a small glass.  We watered them and watched them 

grow!  Some of our friends used their Math skills to measure how fast they were growing.  

When the onions were green and tall we harvested them and started again.  The harvested 

onions were then baked into biscuits for our afternoon snack.  We have also been 

observing nature in our yard.  We have a family of birds living on the roof of our building.  

We spent the fall watching them fly back and forth preparing for winter. As an extension 

of watching our bird friends, the children began making their own nests out of fallen 

leaves. We discovered that leaves can be very warm, especially if you burrow into them. 

Respectfully Submitted by  

Kim Schulzki, Supervisor of Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 

St. Pius X School Site 
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Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 

Whitefish Valley School Site 

Here at Little Lions- White Fish, we have the luxury of being a small rural site.  

In the fall we enjoy our nature walks to the small bridge. We are always fascinated by 

how the river changes speed, height and colour throughout 

the seasons.  

This fall, we worked as a team to build a small wooden tipi 

in the forest area of our yard. Once finished, this became 

the afterschool club’s secret hideout. We also brought our 

building skills inside and built a small house out of our 

Builder Boards.  

In the winter, we enjoy building snow forts in the fresh 

snow and finding animal tracks. We always try to figure out 

what animal they belong too and where the animal went. 

The most common prints that we find are rabbit and deer, 

but we have yet to find their hiding spots! On    colder days, 

we enjoy being able to create art with the items that are 

available to us during the day.  

In the spring, we enjoy playing in the mud and in the 

puddles with our rain boots. We also have an eye for sports such as soccer, basketball 

and baseball.  

As in the summer months our location is closed and we look forward to another wonderful 

school year come September.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by  

Jessica Gauvin, Supervisor of Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 

Whitefish Valley School Site 
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Roots of Empathy 

Little Lions has been a long-time supporter of this excellent 

program which has been proven to reduce levels of 

aggression among children while raising their social and 

emotional competence and increasing empathy.  

The program involves a mother and baby making a monthly 

visit to a classroom for nine months. A trained Roots of 

Empathy instructor visits with the family to guide children as 

they observe the relationship between the parent and the 

baby.  The instructor also visits before and after each family 

visit to reinforce teachings. 

We have supported the program by allowing our staff and 

supervisors to take time from their daily work to facilitate 

the program in classrooms.  These are some photos of the 

Roots of Empathy teachers: the infants themselves!   

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Respectfully Submitted by  

Marilyn Grudniski, CEO of Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 
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Weed Out Hate 

 
For many years Little Lions has promoted the Weed Out Hate 
initiative through the sale of Seeds of Peace.  Through the 

metaphor of gardening, we have encouraged children to weed 
out hate, bias, prejudice, racism and instead to promote 

fellowship and peace. 

In 2015 we took this to a new level.  We gathered one morning 

in front of McKellar Park School with elementary school 

students, daycare children, Mayor Hobbs and former Chief of the Fort William First Nation, 

Georjann Morriseau.  We heard from the Mayor, who 

proclaimed the day “Weed Out Hate Day” in Thunder Bay 

and Little Lions Board member, June Gaw, who explained 

more about the initiative.  We planted sunflower seeds 

together, enjoyed singing and drumming by McKellar 

School and ended with a time of fellowship with other 

dignitaries and the parents who came for their annual 

picnic. 

This beautiful garden created by the City of Thunder Bay 

Conservatory staff and watered by the children of Little 

Lions throughout the summer, is evidence that when we 

care about something, it truly will grow and flourish.   

The same sign which you see beside the garden was also 

displayed at the Delaney Circle where another garden 

sported beautiful sunflowers.  We have plans to expand 

on this in 2016 and have even more impact on the 

community.  We want to see sunflowers throughout 

Thunder Bay as a symbol of our commitment to improved 

relations between all races, ethnic groups, cultures and 

religions.  

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by  

Marilyn Grudniski, CEO of Little Lions Waldorf Daycare & Kindergarten 
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Big Boreal Adventure 

Our Big Boreal Adventure Program began in 2010.  The first 

phase of our project was “The Big Boreal Adventure- Get Out and 

Go!” The accessible, nature-based scavenger hunt has continued 

to be printed into the year 2015.  We were able to visit each 

location this year and re-install several posts.  The book is still 

available at participating locations that include all of the public 

libraries. Registration still continues and we encourage families 

to take part and share their stories on our website 

www.bigborealadventure.ca 

 

 

The second phase of our project has been “The Big Boreal 

Adventure- Goes Historical”. With the arrival of our new 2014-

2015 Coordinator, our Second Historical Walking Tour Book was 

written, printed and distributed to participating locations and the 

Public and Catholic Schools.  This has been our fourth year 

partnering with our local School Boards to promote the Big 

Boreal Adventure Project and the new/old guidebooks.  In 

addition we received a new website, donated by Sencia. 

 

Besides working on the guidebooks, promotion and distribution 

have been very important this year.  The Big Boreal Adventure 

also took part in a number of community events.  These include: 

- The Annual Trappers Convention at the CLE Grounds 

(February 27-28th) 

- Rural Health Fair (May 7th)  

- The Kite Festival at Chippewa Park (May 24th)  

- The Teddy Bear Picnic in Vicker’s Park (July 14th) 

- Summer in the Parks (July 8-29, August 5-12) 

- Hymer’s Fair (September 6th-7th)  
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Big Boreal Adventure was also able to host and join some 

community Family Days that include: 

- Jane’s Walk in Westfort with the Heritage Advisory 

Committee (May 2nd) 

- Frog Song Walk with local expert George Holborn at 

Mills Block Forest (May 8th) 

- Taking part in the Lakehead University Community 

Garden (July-September) 

- Cycling Tour with EcoSuperior (July 11th) 

- Annual Insect Walk at Lakehead University (August 

8th)  

 

The Big Boreal Adventure was also featured in 

several editorials this year.  The Walleye wrote a 

piece called “The Big Boreal Adventure: Nature-

Based Scavenger Hunt”.  Tiffany Jarva provided a 

detailed account of her family’s process of using the Big 

Boreal Adventure- Get Out and Go! Program to 

assist with their summer adventures.  Beautiful 

easy-to-access urban getaways were explored and a 

connection to nature was achieved.  

 

Northern Ontario also featured both Big Boreal Adventure 

programs in the articles “Play, Explore, and Learn in Thunder 

Bay with Big Boreal Adventure,” and “Walk This Way: Self-

Guided History Tours in Thunder Bay”. Bonnie Schiedel 

highlighted the ease of receiving the guidebooks and several 

of the post and historical locations.   

 

Nearing the end of 2015, our third and final installment of 

the Historical Walking Tour Books was completed and is awaiting printing for the 2016 

year.  Registration forms will be given to the local School Boards with the books being 

distributed in June of 2016. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by  

Julia Crewdson, Coordinator for the Big Boreal Adventure 
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Waldorf Training 

Little Lions brings Waldorf presenters from around the world to our centre to ensure that 

our staff members are exposed to a wealth of training opportunities within this philosophy.  

In 2015 the trainers included Bernadette Raichle from New Zealand, Olivia Olsen from 

England, Kim Hunter from British Columbia, Jonathan Snow, Mary Mitchell and Patti Wolfe 

from Toronto. Several of them have consented to be included as part of our faculty. 

In June 2016, our first eight students graduated from our two-year, 400-hour program 

which focused on both anthroposophical principles and practical considerations for early 

childhood.  You can see in the photos that we covered many topics related to self-

development as well as to the care of children. 

In the fall of 2015, 10 more participants began their journey to become Waldorf educators.   

Starting a training centre was a bold step for Little Lions to have taken and it could not 

have happened without the involvement of Arlene Thorn who tirelessly gave her time and 

energy to co-teach the program along with CEO, Marilyn Grudniski.  It will be many years 

yet before this training is accredited and accepted across North America but we are 

working toward that end. 
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Board of Directors 

 

 

  

  

  

Staff 

Marilyn Grudniski Chief Executive Officer 

Dinah Jewett Officer Manager 

Brandee Popowich Financial Officer 

Sandy Stewart Human Resources Officer 

Melanie Kaltenbach-Hofmann Clarke Street Supervisor 

Nicole Laramee Agnew Supervisor  

Marcia Arpin Claude Supervisor  

Lindsey Dann Hyde Supervisor  

Lauren Allam JSL Supervisor  

Jessica Gauvin Kakabeka/Valley/Whitefish 

Supervisor  

Vicki McQueen McKellar Supervisor  

Gail Goyan McKenzie Supervisor  

Stacey Landers-Ray St. Paul Supervisor  

Kim Schulzki St. Pius Supervisor  

Julia Crewdson Big Boreal Adventure Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lindsay Gaw-Martin President 

June Gaw Treasurer 
Laurie Mallon Secretary 

Stacey Landers-Ray Ex-Officio 

Sandra Stewart Director 

Nicolas Bigaignon Director 



 

 

Supporters and Community Partners 
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